
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



LAWS RELATING TO STREET RAILWAYS. 



Transportation of Snow^ Gravdy etc, 

Aote of 1898, ChApter 828. 

An Act to authorise Street Railway Oompanles to use their oars and 
tracks for the Transportation of Snow, Ice, Stones, Oravel, Dirt, 
Street Sweeplnars and Oradln? Materials. 

Section 1. Any corporation owning or operating a street railway snow, gravel, 
within the Commonwealth may, in any city with the consent of the mayor ^H^'^Jn^reet 
and board of aldermen or in any town with the consent of the selectmen, '^^J^St'oHo^ 
convey in cars propelled by electricity or horse power over its tracks any board, 
snow, ice, stones, gravel, dirt or street sweepings which have been taken 
from any street or way over or through which its tracks are located, for 
the purpose of improving said street or way ; and may also, in like manner 
and with like consent, convey to, any point on its line any necessary material 
for use in the construction, grading, repairing or improving of such street 
or way. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. ^Approved 
AprU 14, 1898. 

Avoidance of Grade Crossings with Railroads. 

Acta of 1808, Chapter 404. 

An Act to authorise Street Railway Oompanles to Acquire Land for 
the Avoidance of Qrade Orosslnars with Railroads. 

Section 1. A street railway company, for the purpose of avoiding or Land may be 
eliminating a crossing of a railroad by its railway at grade, may purchase Slen toavofd 
or otherwise take land necessary therefor, not exceedinir fifty feet in width, grade crosBinga 

._,-,, _ , _. '' ., , , 1111,, 1 with railroads. 

outside the limits of a public way : provided, that no land shall be so taken Proviao. 
which cannot lawfully be taken for the laying out of a railroad ; nor until 
a plan, made on an appropriate scale and showing by metes and bounds 
the land proposed to be purchased or taken, with the names of the owners 
thereof, after notice to such owners, and after a public notice and hearing 
such as are required in case of a location of a street railway upon a public 
way, has been approved in writing by the board of aldermen of the city or 
selectmen of the town in which the land is situated ; nor shall the land of a 
railroad company or of another street railway company be so taken against 
^nsent of such company, without the approval, after notice and hearing, 
I board of railroad commissioners. 

moN 2. A deed or description, with a plan of the land so purchased Plan, etc, to b« 
:en «>«tll be filed in the registry of deeds for the county or district in 

ituated ; and the provisions of the general laws relative Recovery of 
nd payment or recovery of damages for lands and other d»™*«^« 
railroad purposes shall apply with respect to all lands 
under the provisions of this act 



Digitized by 



Google 



8 



STREET RAILWAY LAWS. 



Manner of 
crossing over or 
under railroad. 



Stmetnres 
within limits of 
public way. 



Railways out- 
side public ways 
subject to 
general street 
railway laws. 



Section 3. A street railway company which has so acquired land for 
the purpose may construct its railway over or under a railroad, in the 
manner agreed by the companies, or, if they do not agree, in a manner pre- 
scribed by the board of railroad commissioners : provided, that no overhead 
structure shall be built at a height of less than eighteen feet above a rail- 
road track without the consent in writing of said board. 

Section 4. The board of aldermen of a city or the selectmen of a town 
may authorize structures or alterations within or partly within the limits of 
a public way, necessary for carrying a street railway over or under a rail- 
road : provided^ that the public way is not thereby made unsafe for other 
public travel, and that in the case of a state highway the consent of the 
Massachusetts highway commission shall also be obtained. 

Section 6. A street railway company whose railway is located in part 
outside the limits of public ways shall, with respect to the equipment, use 
and operation of its railway and transportation thereon, be subject to the 
provisions of all general laws now or hereafter in force relating to street 
railways and street railway companies, as fully as if its railway were located 
wholly within the limits of public ways. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage. ^Approved 
May 10, 1898. 
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railways to be 
taxed. 



Act, when to 
take effect. 



Taxation of Interstate BaUways. 

Acts of 1898, Chapter 417. 
An Act relative to the Taxation of Street Bailway Companies. 

Section 1. The provisions of sections thirty-eight to forty-one and 
fifty-three to sixty-six, inclusive, of chapter thirteen of the Public Statutes, 
which are applicable to railroad companies whose lines are located partly 
within and partly without the limits of this Commonwealth, shall apply in 
like manner to street railway companies, whether chartered or organized 
in this Commonwealth or elsewhere. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and a tax shall 
be laid and collected under the provisions thereof for the present year in 
the same manner and to the same effect as if it had been in force on the 
first day of May. ^Approved May 11, 1898. 



Definition of 
words and 
phrases. 
BeeP.S.112,$l* 



Exceptions. 



TaxaJtiony LocationSy etc. 

Acts of 1898. Chapter 678. 
An Act relative to Street Railways. 

Section 1. In the construction of this act, unless such meaning would 
be repugnant to the context, " street railways " and " railways " shall mean 
all railways, including tracks, poles, wires and other appliances and equip- 
ments connected therewith, which are constructed on, in, under or above 
the public highways or streets, and operated by any motive power other 
than steam, except such as are at the present time owned or operated by or 
leased to the Boston Elevated Railway Company. '' Street railway com- 
panies ^^ and '' companies ^^ shall mean all corporations, persons, partner- 
ships or associations constructing, maintaining or operating street railways, 
but shall not include said Boston Elevated Railway Company, or companies 
whose railways are at the present time leased or operated by said company. 
'^ Location ^* shall mean the grant to a street railway company by vote or 
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order of a board of aldermen of a city or selectmen of a town, when duly 
accepted by such company, of the right to constract, maintain and operate 
a street railway in a public highway or street in such city or town. An 
** original location *^ of a company in any city or town shall mean the first 
location granted to it in such city or town. 

TAXATION OF STREET RAILWAY COMPANIES. 

Section 2. In the case of street railway companies, the return to the Retam to tax 
tax commissioner under the provisions of section thirty-eight of chapter t? ffWe'ieogfb of 
thirteen of the Public Statutes shall also contain a statement under the oath ^S^'j.iS tSwn. 
of the treasurer of every such company, giving the length of the track See $ e. 
operated by it in each city and town in the Commonwealth on the thirtieth 
day of September next preceding the date of the return, which length shall 
be determined by measuring as single track the total length of all track 
operated by such company, including sidings and turn-outs, whether owned 
or leased by it or over which it has trackage rights only ; and said return ^■^•**,fj?**'*°*,^ 
shall also contain a statement under the oath of the treasurer of every such and dividends 
company, showing the amount of the capital stock of the company and of ^*^ ' 
the dividends paid thereon during the year ending on the thirtieth day 
of September last preceding, and during each and every year from the 
organization of the company. 

Section 3. Whenever an operating street railway company has paid Bxce»» dividend 
during the year ending on the thirtieth day of September next preceding 
the date of the return referred to in section two of this act, dividends exceed- 
ing in the aggregate eight per cent upon its capital stock, said company 
shall for every such year, in addition to the tax upon its corporate firanchise SeeP.8.i8,$40. 
for which it is liable under the provisions of chapter thirteen of the Public 
Statutes, pay to the treasurer of the Commonwealth a tax equal to the 
amount of such excess : provided^ however^ that no company shall be liable Proviso, 
to pay such additional tax which has not from the date when it commenced 
to operate its road paid dividends equivalent in the aggregate to at least six 
percent per annum upon its capital stock from year to year. Said tax shall See P. 8. is, 
be determined and paid in the manner provided in said chapter thirteen 
in relation to taxes upon the corporate franchises of street railways. 

Section 4. Prior to the first day of Novembei^ in each year, the tax Apportionment 
conmiissioner shall apportion the amount of the tax for whidi each street towns^of*toz on 
railway company is liable under the provisions of chapter thirteen of the ^{J^ !md otT" 
Public Statutes and under the provisions of section three of this act, among dividend exoew. 
the several cities and towns in proportion to the length of tracks operated 554^6?,*^.* 
by such company in said cities and towns respectively, subject to appeal 
to the board of appeal constituted by sections sixty-one and sixty-two of 
said chapter thirteen. The tax commissioner shall notify the treasurers Notice of appor. 
of every such city and town of the share of said tax so apportioned to each ®°™®°** 
city and town, and he shall also certify to the treasurer of the Commonwealth 
the shares thus apportioned as finally determined in case of appeal. 

Section 5. As so6n as practicable after the receipt of said tax and of the Payment of 
certificate of apportionment thereof by the tax commissioner, the treasurer apportioned to 
of the Commonwealth shall credit and pay over to the treasurers of the jj,^^,^** 
several cities and towns the shares of said tax apportioned to them respec- 
tively as aforesaid. 

Section 6. Every street railway company shall, on or before the fifteenth Return to local 
day of October in each year, make and file in the office of the board of length of track 
assessors of every city and town in which any portion of the railway operated ^oes're^^pto. 
by it is situated, a return signed and sworn to by its president and treasurer. See h 2, 28. 
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Stating the length of track operated by it in public ways in such city or 
town, and also the total length of track operated by it in public ways, deter- 
mined as provided in section two of this act, and also the amount of its gross 
receipts during the year ending on the thirtieth day of September next pre- 
ceding, which gross receipts shall include all amounts received by it from 
the operation of its railway, but shall not include income derived from sale 
of power, rental of tracks or other sources. 

Section 7. On or before the first day of November in each year, the 
assessors of every city and town in which any street railways are operated 
shall assess on each company operating such railways therein, an excise tax 
of an amount equal to such proportion of tiie following percentages of the 
gross receipts of such company as the length of tracks operated by it in 
public ways of such city or town bears to the total length of tracks oper- 
ated by it in public ways ; to wit : In case of companies whose annual 
gross receipts per mile of track operated are four thousand dollars or less, 
one per cent of the total annual gross receipts ; in case of companies whose 
annual gross receipts per mile of track operated are more than four thou- 
sand dollars and less tiian seven thousand dollars, two per cent of the total 
annual gross receipts ; in case of companies whose annual gross receipts 
per mile of track operated are more than seven thousand dollars and less 
than fourteen thousand dollars, two and one-quarter per cent of the total 
annual gross receipts ; in case of companies whose annual gross receipts 
per mile of track operated are more than fourteen thousand dollars and 
less than twenty-one thousand dollars, two and one-half per cent of the total 
annual gross receipts ; in case of companies whose annual gross receipts 
per mile of track operated are more than twenty-one thousand dollars and 
less than twenty-eight thousand dollars, two and three-quarters per cent of 
the total annual gross receipts ; and in case of companies whose annual 
gross receipts per mile of track operated are twenty-eight thousand dollars 
or more, three per cent of the total annual gross receipts. The excise tax 
provided by this section shall be in addition to the taxes now provided by 
law. 

Section 8. At any time after the end of three years from the first day 
of October in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, the selectmen of 
any town or the aldermen of any city, or any street railway company oper- 
ating in such town or city, may petition the board of railroad commissioners 
for a revision of the amount of the excise tax to be thereafter paid by said 
company under the preceding section; and said board shall thereupon 
proceed to investigate and determine, after public notice and a hearing at 
which said selectmen or aldermen and said company may submit such 
evidence as may be pertinent, the average annual cost to said town or city 
of the work done by it during the preceding three years under the provi- 
sions of this act which by law it was not previously required to do, and 
also the average annual payments made by said company to said town or 
city under and pursuant to said section during said three years; and 
having ascertained and determined said average annual cost and average 
annual payments, said board shall thereupon determine and fix the propor- 
tion of the percentage of the gross receipts which shall be paid as an excise 
tax under said section by the company to said town or city annually there- 
after, said proportion to be fixed at such a rate as will be necessary to 
yield to said town or city annually thereafter an amount equal to the 
average annual cost to said town or city of the work done by it during the 
preceding three years under the provisions of this act and which it was 
not by law previously required to do, as determined as aforesaid ; and the 
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proportion of the percentage so fixed shall not be again changed for the 

period of three years, and not except in the manner herein provided. Said Board may also 
L J ^ ^ ..^. ., - , ... ..^, 3 revise the dUtrl- 

board may at any time upon petition therefor by any city or town entitled bntion of excise 

to any part of the excise tax paid by any street railway company, after SS townf.**^**** 
such notice as the board may order to all other cities and towns entitied to 
share in the excise tax paid by said company, and after a hearing, deter- 
mine as to the distribution thereof among the several cities and towns in 
which such company operated any part of its railway, and fix the pro- 
portions thereof to which they shidl respectively be entitled, which shall 
thereafter be the proportions of said excise tax to be assessed upon said 
company under the provisions of this act, instead of the proportion based 
upon length of tracks as hereinbefore provided. 

Section 9. Prior to the fifteenth day of November in each year, the Notiee of 
assessors of every city and town shall notify the collector of taxes in such SSSmim:' 
city or town of the amount of excise tax assessed therein on every street •Me«««i» 
railway company under the provisions of section seven of this act, and the 
collector shall forthwith notify the treasurer of every such street railway 
of the amount of the excise tax so assessed on it Said excise tax shall Payment and 
become due and payable to such city or town within thirty days from the thereof, 
receipt by such company of the notice of the amount of said excise tax. All 
the provisions of law relating to the collection of taxes on property taxed 
locally, so far as the same are applicable, shall apply to the excise tax 
assessed under said section seven. 

Section 10. All amounts paid to cities and towns under the provisions Oityortownto 
of sections five, nine and twenty-eight of this act shall be applied towards t£[es rMeWed^ 
the construction, repair and maintenance of the public ways, and removal ^^of'pabiio 
of snow therefrx>m, within such cities and towns. ways. 

REPAIR OF STREETS AND REMOVAL OF SNOW. 

Section 11. Street railway companies shall not be required to keep any Compury not 
portion of the surface material of streets, roads and bridges in repair, but ji^aoe materuS 
they shall remain subject to all legal obligations imposed in original grants pit^'i^ptlleto. 
of locations ; and may, as an incident to their corporate franchise and with- may open 
out being subject to the payment of any fee or other condition precedent, i^^n^d 
open any street, road or bridge in which any part of their railway is located '•n«w*i»- 
for the purpose of making repairs or renewals of the railway or any part 
thereof, the superintendent of streets or other officer exercising like au- 
thority, or the board of aldermen or selectmen, in any city or town where 
such are required, issuing the necessary permits therefor. Whenever, dur- to replace snr. 
ing the original construction or subsequent alteration or extension, or the and rostore 
making of any such repairs or renewals, of any railway or any part thereof, JJl^*i*f ° **' 
said surface material is disturbed, the company owning or operating such 
railway shall at its own cost, except as otherwise provided in this act, 
replace to the reasonable satisfaction of the superintendent of streets or 
other officer exercising like authority, said surface material with the same 
form of construction as that disturbed, or, by first obtaining the approval 
thereof by such officer, with a different material and form of construction, 
and shall restore said street, road or bridge to as good condition as existed 
at the time of such disturbance. Every street railway company shall be Liabiiiw for 
liable for any loss or injury suffered by any person in the management and i^SuSing Som 
use of its tracks, and during the construction, alteration, extension, repair **'^!Sl'^JI** 
or renewal of its railway, or while replacing the surface of any street dis- 
turbed as aforesaid, and resulting from the carelessness, neglect, or mis- 
oonduct of its agents or servants engaged in the prosecution of such work, 
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provided that notice of such loss or injury is given to the company and an 
action therefor commenced in the manner provided by section nineteen of 
chapter fifty-two of die Public Statutes and acts in amendment thereof. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect, enlarge or diminish 
the rights, duties or liabilities of any street railway corporation for or con- 
cerning the construction or maintenance of any bridge or bridges, or parts 
thereof, which any private person or corporation is now bound or legally 
liable, or may hereafter become bound or legally liable, in whole or in part 
to construct or maintain. 

Section 12. Street railway companies shall clear snow from their tracks 
in such a manner as may be approved by the superintendent of streets or 
by any other officer exercising like powers in the city or town in which 
such tracks are situated. 

LOCATIONS. 

Section 13. The board of aldermen of a city or the selectmen of a town, 
upon the petition for an original location of tracks in such city or town by 
a majority of the directors of a company in process of organization under 
the provisions of sections two to six, inclusive, of chapter one hundred and 
thirteen of the Public Statutes, or by the board of directors of a corporation 
organized under said chapter or under a special act, shall give written 
notice to all parties interested of the time and place at which they will 
consider such petition, at least fourteen days before the meeting of such 
board or selectmen for considering said petition, by publication in one or 
more newspapers published in said city or town, and, if none such is pub- 
lished, then by publication in one or more newspapers published in the county 
in which said city or town is located ; and after hearing, if in their opinion 
public convenience and necessity require, they shall grant said location or 
any portion thereof. In granting said location they may prescribe the 
manner in which said tracks shall be laid and the kind of rails, poles, 
wires and other appliances which shall be used, and they may also impose 
such other terms, conditions and obligations in addition to those applying 
to all street railways under the general provisions of law, as the public 
interest may in their judgment require ; and the location thus granted shall 
be deemed and taken to be the true location of the tracks of the railway, if 
an acceptance thereof in writing by said directors is filed with said board of 
aldermen or with said selectmen within thirty days after receiving notice 
of the granting of the location. If either the majority in value as deteimined 
by the last preceding assessment for taxation, or not less than ten in num- 
ber, of those owning real estate abutting on any public way in which a loca- 
tion of a street railway has been granted, shall, within fifteen days after the 
granting of such location, file a written protest with the board of rail- 
road commissioners, such location shall not be valid, so far as such way 
is concerned, until approved by the board of railroad commissioners aft^r 
public notice and a hearing. No company shall commence construction 
under an order of a board of aldermen or of selectmen granting a location 
as aforesaid, until the expiration of the time in which such protest may be 
filed with said board of railroad conmiissioners, nor, in case such protest 
is so filed, until said board of railroad commissioners has taken final action 
thereon approving the same. All locations heretofore granted or in use 
are hereby ratified and confirmed as if accepted under the provisions of this 
section, and shall continue in force, subject only to revocation as provided 
in section seventeen, and to all provisions, restrictions, regulations or con- 
ditions applying to all street railways under the general law aa now in 
force except so far as changed or modified by this act. 
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Section 14. Any street railway company whose petition for an original ^" <^ hi^ 
location, made necessary in order to connect two towns or cities or a city original 
and town, has in whole or in part been granted or refused, or has been oecangtwo 
neither granted nor refused in such connecting town or city within three boaM may gnmt 
months after the filing thereof, may, at any time within thirty days of such ■«">«• 
grant or refnsal of a location or of the expiration of said three months, 
apply to the board of railroad commissioners lor such location. If it shall ^^J^JtSj,, 
appear at a hearing on said application, after such notice to the aldermen 
or selectmen and to all persons owning real estate abutting upon any way 
in which such location was asked for, by publication or otherwise, as said 
board may order, that the company has already been granted and has duly 
accepted locations for a street railway in two towns or cities, or a town and 
city, acyoining the city or town in which such location has been asked for, 
and that a location is necessary to connect such existing locations, said 
board may, if it finds that public necessity and convenience so require, 
enter a decree granting a connecting location. In granting the location said Conditioiw. 
board may prescribe the appliances and impose the conditions and obliga- 
tions which are specified or referred to in section thirteen of this act relative 
to the granting of original locations. No company shall commence con- 
struction under an order of a board of aldermen or of selectmen granting 
a location as aforesaid until the expiration of the time in which such appli- 
cation may be made to the board of railroad commissioners, nor, in case 
such application is made, until final action thereon has been had. 

Section 15. The board of aldermen of a city or the selectmen of a Bztension of 
town, upon the petition of fifty legal voters or the board of directors of a °^^ °°' 
street railway company whose tracks are located in said city or town, and 
after notice and hearing as provided in section thirteen of this act, may 
grant a location for the extension of the tracks of such company and pre- 
scribe the manner in which said tracks shall be laid and the kind of rails, 
poles, wires and other appliances which shall be used ; but they shall not 
impose as terms or conditions of such grant any obligations other than or 
in addition to those applying to all street railways under the geneml law 
in force at the date of the passage of this act, or such as may have been 
imposed in the original grant of location to such company in such city or 
town subsequent to the passage hereof. The provisions of section thirteen Acceptance, 
of this act as to acceptance, and as to protest of abutters and approval by ^ro^^^* ***• 
the board of railroad commissioners, shall apply to grants of extensions 
under this section. 

Section 16. The board of aldermen of a city or the selectmen of a Alteration of 
town, upon the petition of the board of directors of a street railway com- ^^^ 
pany whose tracks are located in said city or town, or upon the petition 
of any interested party, after notice and hearing as provided in section 
thirteen of this act, may alter the location of tracks of said company 
in the manner and subject to the' provisions contained in section fifteen 
of this act Such alterations shall be made by the company within such Cost, etc. 
time, and the expense thereof shall be borne by such party or parties 
and in such proportions, as the board of aldermen or selectmen may 
determine. 

Section 17. The board of aldermen of a city or the selectmen of a Revocation of 
town, after the expiration of one year from the opening for use of a street 
railway in their city or town, and after notice as provided in section thirteen 
of this act and a hearing, if the public necessity and convenience in the use 
of the streets require, may, for good and sufficient reasons to be stated in 
the order therefor, order that the location of any street railway in any high- 
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B«yoMtioD -^ay or street shall be revoked : but no revocation of a location of a street 

of loestloQ "^ 

not valid with, railway shall be valid until approved by the board of railroad com- 
boarT.'unieu^ missioners after public notice and hearing, unless the company consent 
cooMDtod to. thereto in writing within thirty days after such order of revocation. Upon 
Removal of revocation approved as aforesaid, the company shall remove the railway 
^*^' in conformity with the order of revocation, and shall put the portion of the 

surface of streets disturbed by such removal in as good condition as the 
adjacent surface of said streets. If the company neglects to execute such 
order after thirty days^ notice of such approval thereof, the board of alder- 
men or selectmen may cause the same to be executed and the work done 
at the expense of the company, to be recovered in an action of tort 

lOSCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

SpMiai ears and SECTION 18. Street railway companies may provide cars for special 
service and may make special rates therefor ; and may make special rates 
for working men and working women on week days between the hours of 
five and seven in the morning and five and seven in the evening, and for 
Freepasaea. children attending school. They shall not give free tickets or passes to 
any state, county or municipal official, or to any person in the employ of 
the Commonwealth or of any county, city or town, except policemen, fire- 
men and letter carriers in uniform : provided, however^ that free tickets or 
passes may be given by any street railway company to any person who 
is actually connected with it as a director or in any executive capacity. 
Penalty. j^^ violation of the provisions of this section by a company may be alleged 

as a misdemeanor in any hearing under the provisions of section seventeen 
of this act, upon appeal from an order of a board of aldermen or of select- 
men revoking the location of such company ; and, if the board hearing the 
same in its discretion so decides, shall constitute valid and sufficient ground 
upon which to approve of the revocation of such location or any portion thereof. 
SrSwe^nS**** Section 19. Whenever a street or highway in which there are no street 
»tr^tm*y t>« railway tracks located is widened under the provisions of chapter fifty-one 
street railway ot the Public Statutes by an order declaring the widening to be rendered 
company. necessaiy for the public convenience for the purpose of granting a location 

of street railway tracks therein, as prayed for by a pending petition for 
such location, a proportionate share of the expense of such widening may 
be assessed upon a street railway company which has accepted a location 
in said street or highway so widened, provided the amount of such assess- 
ment, in addition tf) the amounts assessed on real estate, shall not exceed 
one half of the total cost of said widening. 
ingoJShaiSng SECTION 20. Whenever a street or highway in which the tracks of a 
grade of street, street railway company have been located for a period of five years is 
altered, or the grade thereof changed, under the provisions of chapter fifty- 
one of the Public Statutes, said company shall pay such a proportionate 
share of the expense thereof, including as a part of such expense the nec- 
essary cost of changing its railway to conform to such alteration or change 
of grade, as may be assessed upon it, provided that no such assessment 
shall exceed the aggregate amount of all the betterments assessed upon 
real estate, and that no such assessment shall exceed one quarter of the 
total cost of such alteration or change of grade. 
Srlf^pi"*"***^" Section 21. The provisions relating to notice, time of payment, in- 
terest, appeal by party aggrieved, and all other provisions of chapter fifty- 
one of the Public Statutes and of all laws relating to the assessment of 
betterments on real estate, so far as the same are applicable, shall apply 
to assessments made under the provisions of sections nineteen and twenty 
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of this act. Siiid assessments shall be collected in the manner provided OoU«otion of 
for the collection of taxes assessed locally. 

Section 22. A street railway company may issue capital stock to the Company may 
amount which the board of railroad commissioners shall find to hare been Mit^i^ 
actually paid by, or to have become a legal liability of, such company P^n^ses. 
under the provisions of sections fifteen, nineteen and twenty of this act. 

Section 23. The board of aldermen of a city or the selectmen of a ttevision and 
tdwn, or fifty legal voters of a city or town, in which a street railway is SSL*^'* ** 
located, or a street railway company in any case when its fares have been 
revised under this section, may apply to the board of railroad commissioners, 
who, after due notice to the parties interested and a hearing, may revise 
and regulate the fares established by said company or by said board ; but 
such fares shall not, without the consent of the company, be reduced below 
the average rate of fare charged for similar service by other street railway 
companies which, in the judgment of the board of railroad commissioners, 
are operated under substantially similar conditions. Said board in con- 
sidering such petition shall take into account the effect upon the whole 
railway system of the company of any desired reduction. The report of 
the board shall be final and conclusive for one year. 

Section 24. Whenever a street, road, bridge or other public way in Jurisdiction of 
which a street railway location has been previously granted by the local ^miMion^a 
authorities is laid out, taken charge of or constructed by or under authority ^^tahk casM. 
of the state highway commission, said commission shall thereafter, so long 
as it has charge thereof, have and exercise with regard to the location and 
maintenance of street railways therein the same authority, in the same 
manner and subject to the same provisions, as is conferred by this act 
upon boards of aldermen and selectmen ; such authority to be exercised in 
the same manner, subject to the same provisions, and subject to the same 
rights on the part of abutters and street railway companies, as are herein 
provided with respect to the relocation and maintenance of street railways 
in public ways not under the jurisdiction or charge of said commission. 

Section 26. The supreme judicial court and the superior court shall Equity Jari«iic- 
have jurisdiction in equity to enforce the provisions of this act and to restrain judicial and 
the violation thereof, and to review the rulings of law of any state board or See*p.*s. uaT** 
commission relative to street railways, and to annul, modify and amend the |^ ^^^ 
same as law and justice may require ; and every such board shall keep a 
record of its proceedings in any matter considered by it under the authority 
of this act, or of chapter one hundred and thirteen of the Public Statutes 
and of acts in amendment thereof, or other acts affecting street railways, 
in which it shall enter every request made by any party before it for a ruling 
of law, and of its action upon such request, and the neglect to either grant 
or refuse such request shall be taken in any judicial review of such pro- 
ceedings as a refusal. 

Section 26. Sections fifty-seven and fifty-eight of chapter thirteen of ^f ^^ **' ^' 
the Public Statutes, so far as said sections relate to the distribution of taxes paru of acu. 
assessed and collected upon the corporate franchise of street railway com- 
panies ; section thirty-two of chapter one hundred and thirteen of the Pub- 
lic Statutes ; so much of section twenty-seven of said chapter one hundred 
and thirteen as relates to the removal of snow and ice; sections seven, 
twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty-four, forty-four and forty-five 
of said chapter one hundred and thirteen ; chapter five hundred and forty- 
one of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-six ; and all other 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed ; subject Bxoeption. 
to the exception contained in section twenty-eight 
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Amendment of SECTION 27. Section eight of chapter one hundred and thirteen of the 
' ' * ' Public Statutes iS hereby amended by striking out the word "so" in the 
second line, and by inserting after the word '* located " in the same line, 
the words : — in the manner provided by law, — so as to read as follows : — 
Certiflcate of Secltoti 8. When the track or tracks of the proposed company have been 
fSS? mee^ng"* located in the manner provided by law, the corporation may be established, 
®^' and the first meeting shall be called, under the conditions and in the manner 

provided for railroad corporations in sections forty-three, forty-four, and the 
first clause of section forty-five, of chapter one hundred and twelve, which 
provisions shall apply to street railway companies as far as applicable: 
provided, that so much of said section forty-four as requires any payment 
to be made to the treasurer in excess of ten per cent of the capital stock, 
or any bond or assurance, shall not apply to street railway companies, 
toke eSSt ^ SECTION 28. This act shall take effect on the first day of October in the 

year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, except as to sections six and 
seven, and as to those sections this act shall take efiect on the first day of 
to^oBton^^^^ October in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-nine ; but for the term of 
Elevated Rail- twenty-five years from the tenth day of June in the year eighteen hundred 
way ompany, ^^^ ninety-seven, this act shall not apply to or affect the Boston Elevated 
Railway Company or any railways now owned, leased or operated by it, 
or the opening, widening or paving, or the altering or changing of any 
grade, of any street or highway in which it operates such railway, nor 
shall it apply to snow in such street or highway ; and the acts and parts of 
acts repealed by section twenty-six hereof shall continue during said term 
Sp^**i Cu^'to ^^ ^"^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ *^®y relate thereto : provided, however, that the taxes 
the taxes and now or hereafter imposed by general law consistently with the provisions 
Boiton Elevated of section ten of chapter five hundred of the acts of the year eighteen hun- 
Snyand^te* dred and ninety-seven upon the Boston Elevated Railway Company, as 
^ed lines. therein provided, and the taxes or excises in fact imposed upon the West 
$ 10. ' * End Street Railway Company at the date of the passage of said act, except 
taxes locally assessed upon the real estate and machinery of said corpora- 
tions consistently with said section, shall be paid and distributed as the 
compensation tax imposed by said section ten upon said elevated railway 
See } 2, ante, company is paid and distributed ; and provided, further, that the return by 
the Boston Elevated Railway Company to the tax commissioner under the 
provisions of section thirty-eight of chapter thirteen of the Public Statutes 
shall also contain a statement under the oath of the treasurer of said com- 
pany, giving the length of the track operated by it in each city and town 
in the Commonwealth on the thirtieth day of September next preceding the 
date of the return, which length shall be determined by measuring as 
single track the total length of all track operated by said company, includ- 
ing sidings and turn-outs, and specifying the length of such track in each 
city and town which is owned by it, and the length of such track operated 
by or leased to it in each city or town which is owned by any other com- 
pany, with the name of the company and the length of track in each city 
See s 4. ante, or town owned by every such company; and provided, further, that, prior 
to the first day of November in each year, the tax commissioner shall 
apportion the amount of the tax for which the Boston Elevated Railway 
Company' and any other street railway company whose railways are now 
owned, leased or operated by it, are liable under the provisions of chapter 
thirteen of the Public Statutes, among the several cities and towns in pro- 
portion to the length of tracks owned by said Boston Elevated Railway 
Company and by each of said other street railway companies in said cities 
and towns respectively, subject to appeal to the board of appeal coustitated 
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by sections sixty-one and sixty-two of said chapter thirteen. The tax com- 
missioner shall notify the treasurers of every such city and town of the 
share of said tax so apportioned to each city and town, and he shall also 
certify to the treasurer of the Conmionwealth the shares thus apportioned 
as finally determined in case of appeal. ^Approved June 23, IS 98* 
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Injury or Destruction of Signals. 

Aote of 1800, CbApter 262. 

An Act relfttiTe to the Injury- or Destruotion of Street Bailway Signals. 

Section 1. Section two hundred and seven of chapter one hundred and p^^^JTaw! 
twelve of the Public Statutes, as amended by chapter five of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and eighty-four, is hereby amended by adding after 
the word "railroad ", in the second and fourth lines, the words : — or street 
railway, — so as to read as follows : — Section 207, Whoever unlawfully 
and intentionally injures, molests, or destroys any signal of a railroad or 
street railway corporation, or any line, wire, post, or other structure or 
mechanism used in connection with such signal on a railroad or street rail- 
way, or destroys or in any way interferes with the proper working of such 
signal, shall be punished by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by Praaity. 
imprisonment not exceeding two years, or both. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. lApproved 
April 10, 1899. 



Examination of Bridges. 

Aote of 1800, Chapter 280. 

An Act relative to the Examination of Street Bailway Bridges. 

Section 1. The provisions of chapter three hundred and thirty-four of ^^^» *ij^\^ 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-seven, entitled ''An Act to street railway 
relating to the examination of railroad bridges ^\ are hereby made appli- ^^^^s^- 
cable to street railway bridges and to the several companies owning or 
maintaining the same. 

Section 2. The first report in relation to such bridges shall be trans- pint report^ 
mitted to the board of railroad commissioners on or before the first day of ^[^,^ttod. 
November in the present year. When a street railway company builds a 
new bridge it shall first submit the plans thereof to said board for ap- piaqs to be sub- 
proval, and upon the completion thereof shall forthwith cause to be made jJiSSj iTb^t. 
and transmitted to the board in like manner a report concerning the same. 

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
April 20, 1899. 



SPECIAL LAWS RELATING TO STREET RAILWAYS. 



statutes of 1898. 

Chapter 61. — An Act to extend the time for constructing and operating 

the Templeton Street Railway. 
Chafteb 114. — An Act to extend the time within which the Amherst & 

Sunderland Street Railway Company may construct its road. 
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Chapter 129. — An Act to extend the time within which the Fall River & 
Providence Street Railway Company may construct and operate 
its road. 

Chapter 144. — An Act to extend the time for the organization of the 
Western Hampshire Street Railway Company. 

Chapter 202. — An Act to authorize the Lowell, Lawrence & Hayeihill 
Street Railway Company and the Lowell & Suburban Street 
Railway Company, respectively, to operate their cars each 
over certain locations of the other. 

Chapter 220. — An Act to extend the charter of the Barnstable County 
Street Railway Company. 

Chapter 260. — An Act to authorize the Lynn & Boston Railroad Company 
to obtain a relocation of its tracks in the highway laid out over 
the Salem turnpike. 

Chapter 279. —An Act to incorporate the Providence & Taunton Street 
Railway Company. 

Chapter 288. — An Act to extend the time within which the Marlborough 
& Westborough Street Railway Company may construct and 
operate its railway. 

Chapter 296. — An Act relative to the Plum Island Electric Street Rail- 
way Company. 

Chapter 297. — An Act to authorize the Woronoco Street Railway Com- 
pany to act as a common carrier of small parcels, and of the 
United States mail. 

Chapter d03. — An Act to authorize the Hanover Street Railway Company 
to act as a common carrier of small parcels, and of the United 
States mail. 

Chapter 304. — An Act to authorize the Rockland & Abington Street Rail- 
way Company to act as a common carrier of small parcels, and 
of the United States mail. 

Chapter 309. — An Act to incorporate the Plymouth & Sandwich Street 
Railway Company. 

Chapter 327. — An Act to authorize the Haverliill, Georgetown & Danvers 
Street Railway Company to construct and operate its railway 
in the towns of Newbury, Rowley and Ipswich. 

Chapter 329. — An Act to incorporate the Milford, Attleborough & Woon- 
socket Street Railway Company. 

Chapter 335. — An Act to authorize the Greenfield & Turner's Falls Street 
Railway Company to act as a common carrier of small parcels, 
and of the United States mail. 

Chapter 338. — An Act to authorize the Worcester & Marlborough Street 
Railway Company to act as a common carrier of small parcels, 
and of the United States mail. 

Chapter 352. — An Act to incorporate the Fitchburg & Ashby Street Rail- 
way Company. 

Chapter 553. — An Act to ratify and confirm certain acts of the associa- 
tion for the formation of the Framingham, Southborough & 
Marlborough Street Railway Company. 



Besolves of 1898. 

Chapter 18. — Resolve to extend the authority of the committee to investi- 
gate the subject of the relations between street railways and 
municipal corporations. 
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Chafter 58. — Resolve to provide for printing the report, with appen- 
dices, of the special committee appointed to investigate the 
subject of the relations between cities and towns and street 
railway corporations. 

Statutes of 1899. 

Chapteb 65. — An Act to authorize the Needham & Boston Street Railway 
Company to operate its railway over private property. 

Chapter 113. — An Act relative to the Plymouth & Sandwich Street Rail- 
way Company. 

Chapter 117. — An Act relative to the distribution of the street railway 
taxes for the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight. 

Chapter 280. — An Act to extend the time witiiin which the Marlborough 
& Westborough Street Railway Company may construct and 
operate its railway. 

Chapter 257. — An Act to authorize the Providence & Taunton Street 
Railway Company to cany fuel and supplies for its own use. 

Chapter 258. — An Act to authorize the Brockton, Bridgewater & Taunton 
Street Railway Company to cany fuel and supplies for its own 
use. 

Chapter 272. — An Act to authorize the Norfolk Central Street Railway 
Company to act as a common carrier of baggage and of small 
parcels of merchandise. 

Chapter 288. — An Act to authorize the Norfolk Western Street Railway 
Company to carry the United States mail and to act as a com- 
mon carrier of baggage and small parcels of merchandise. 

Chapter 293. — An Act to authorize the Northampton & Amherst Street 
Railway Company to construct a brieve across the Connecti- 
cut river between the city of Northampton and the town of 
Hadley. 

Chapter 304. —An Act to incorporate the purchasers of the franchise and 
property of the Newburyport & Amesbury Horse Railroad 
Company. 

Chapter 851. — An Act to incorporate the Waltham, Ayer & Pepperell 
Street Railway Company. 

Chapter 370. — An Act to authorize the Worcester & Clinton Street Rail- 
way Company to carry the United States mail and to act as a 
common carrier of baggage and small parcels of merchandise. 

Chapter 398. — An Act to authorize the replacing of street car tracks on 
Boylston and Tremont streets in the city of Boston. 

Chapter 410. — An Act relative to the Fitchburg & Suburban Street Rail- 
way Company. 

Chapter 416. — An Act to incorporate the Berkshire & Canaan Street 
Railway Company. 
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